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“We could more 
easily catch a 
hurricane in 
a shrimp net 
than we can 
understand the 
wild, relentless, 
passionate, 
uncompromising 
pursuing love of 
God made present 
in the manger.”
— Brennan Manning

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 2017



Welcome to Cross Sound Church. Whether you are a follower 
of Jesus, someone interested in Christianity, or a skeptic 
about faith—God is calling you to worship. Wherever you are 
in life, we hope you feel welcome and at home. If you have 
never been to church (or not in a long time) and fear that you 
will not know what to do, how to act, or what to say, know 
this: God’s grace is here and is for people like you.

We are a church that loves our cities: Bainbridge Island, 
Poulsbo, Silverdale, Kingston, and Seattle. And while we 
actively love and serve our communities, we don’t pretend 
to have it all together. Instead, we are a church where there 
is freedom to struggle with our questions, doubts, and fears; 
and a place where real healing, joy, and power can be found.  

We are a church rooted in the belief that the historic Christian 
gospel is true, compelling, and promises to change our lives 
powerfully, in the direction of freedom, hope, and generosity.

The gospel, which means ‘Good News’, tells us that God’s 
Kingdom has entered history in order to renew us and the 
world. The gospel is more than entering God’s Kingdom, it 
is also the way we face every struggle in life and make any 
progress in personal growth.

The good news is that Jesus lived the life we should have 
lived and died the death we deserved to die in order to put 
us in a place where only He deserves to be—in a right, safe, 
thrilling relationship with God the Father. 

Cross Sound Church desires to be filled with both believers 
and non-believers, who together explore the claims of the 
gospel and its effects on our lives and on the world. 

Our aim in worship is both ancient, with liturgy that connects 
us to the Church of old and those who have gone before us, 
as well as modern, accessible, and meaningful. Underneath 
it all is our desire to be God-honoring, God-exalting, God-
glorifying!

Let’s worship God together. 

Say hello
PASTORS:
Dave Sellers:  dave@crosssound.org, or (206) 334–5205
Dave O’Connell:  daveoc@crosssound.org, or (314) 853–2695

To learn more about the entire staff and our team of Elders, Deacons, 
International Ministers, Stephen Ministry and Community Group 
Leaders please visit our website:  
crosssound.org or call our office: (206) 842-6898

Welcome



Please join in song when ready

Little Drummer Boy
Come they told me, pa rum pum pum pum 
A new born King to see, pa rum pum pum pum 
Our finest gifts we bring, pa rum pum pum pum
To lay before the King, pa rum pum pum pum, 
Rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum,
So to honor Him, pa rum pum pum pum, 
When we come.

Little Baby, pa rum pum pum pum 
I am a poor boy too, pa rum pum pum pum 
I have no gift to bring, pa rum pum pum pum 
That’s fit to give the King, pa rum pum pum pum, 
Rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum, 
Shall I play for you, pa rum pum pum pum, 
On my drum? 

Mary nodded, pa rum pum pum pum 
The ox and lamb kept time, pa rum pum pum pum 
I played my drum for Him, pa rum pum pum pum 
I played my best for Him, pa rum pum pum pum, 
Rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum, 
Then He smiled at me, pa rum pum pum pum 
Me and my drum. 

Angels From the Realms of Glory
Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth
Ye who sang creation’s story
Now proclaim Messi - ah’s birth:

Come and worship, come and worship
Worship Christ, the   new  -  born King!

Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing;
Yonder shines the infant light:

Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations,
Ye have seen His natal star:

All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son;
Evermore your voices raising
To th’eternal Three in One: 

As we gather to worship, please silence all mobile phones and electronic 
devices for the duration of the service.

Gathering



CALL TO WORSHIP

For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given,
    and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
— Isaiah 9:6-7a

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

RESPONSIVE READING

Let us go, in heart and mind,
to see what has come to pass.

Let us go with the shepherds:
Let us go to find the Savior!

Let us go with the wise ones:
Let us go to find God’s promise, born for us!

Let us go with the poor and humble:
Let us go to find our King, born in a lowly manger.

Let us go with all the world, with peoples from all of the nations.
Come, let us worship; come, let us adore him:
Christ the Lord!

THE STORY

“The Christmas message is that there is hope for a ruined 
humanity—hope of pardon, hope of peace with God, hope of 
glory—because at the Father’s will Jesus Christ became poor, and 
was born in a stable so that thirty years later He might hang on a 
cross. It is the most wonderful message the world has ever heard, 
or will.”
—J.I. Packer

Reading  The Rescuer 
  From various chapters of Isaiah 

O COME, O COME EMMANEUL
O, come, O, come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appears. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel! 

Text in bold is read by the entire congregation. Plain text is read by the worship 
leader only.

Renewing



O, come O Rod of Jesse’s stem, 
From ev’ry foe deliver them 
That trust Your mighty pow’r to save; 
Bring them in vict’ry through the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel!

O, come, our Dayspring come and cheer, 
Our spirits by Thy advent here, 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel!

O, come, Desire of nations, bind 
All people in one heart and mind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel!

Reading   He’s Here!
  From Luke 1 & 2

Joy to the World
Joy to the world! The Lord is come; let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns; let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love.

Reading  The Light of the World
  From Luke 2

Hark, the Herald Angels Sing
Hark, the herald angels sing
“Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled”
Joyful, all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim:
“Christ is born in Bethlehem”
Hark! The herald angels sing
“Glory to the newborn King!”



Christ by highest heav’n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail the incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with man to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel
Hark! The herald angels sing
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings
Ris’n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark! The herald angels sing
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Reading  The King of all Kings
  From Matthew 2

O Come All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful,  
Joyful and triumphant,  
O  come ye, O co-me  ye to Bethlehem  
Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels.  
 
O come let us adore Him,  
O come let us a - dore Him,   
O come let us a - dore Him,   
Christ, the Lord.  
  
Sing, choirs of angels,   
Sing in exultation;  
Sing all ye citizens of heav’n above:  
Glory to God in the Highest.  
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee 
Born this happy morning 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n; 
Word of the Father now in flesh appearing

It has been the practice of the church for thousands of years to have portions of the 
Bible read during worship services. We do this because we are people who need to be 
shaped by all of God’s word.



The offering is a way for members and friends of Cross Sound Church to support the 
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give.

MESSAGE

Title: The Wonder of Christmas
Speaker: Dave O’Connell

QUOTES

“Love came down at Christmas.” 
—Christina Rossetti

“God descends to re-ascend. He comes down; down from 
the heights of absolute being into time and space, down into 
humanity… down to the very roots and sea-bed of the Nature He 
has created. But He goes down to come up again and bring the 
ruined world up with Him.”
—C.S. Lewis 

“Shepherds stirred under starry skies, tasting grace that would 
change their lives. The angels trembled and the demons did too, 
for they knew very well what pure grace would do. 
—From the song The Earth Stood Still, by Future of Forestry

“The hurricane has become human, fire has become flesh, life 
itself became life and walked in our midst. Christianity either 
means that, or it means nothing. It is either the most devastating 
disclosure of the deepest reality of the world, or it is a sham.”  
—N.T. Wright

OFFERING

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him.
—John 3:16-17

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen
God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay!
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray

O, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy! 
O, tidings of comfort and joy!

From God, our heavenly Father, a bless-ed angel came
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same
How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name

Now, to the Lord sing praises all ye within this place
And in true love and brotherhood each other now embrace
This holy tide of Christmas doth bring redeeming grace

CHRISTMAS PRAYER
—Pastor Dave Sellers



Hope Was Born This Night
Tonight I can see a star shine
And its splendor fills up the sky
It’s the same that appeared 
And the wise men revered
When hope was born this night

Out upon the snowy fields
There’s a silent peace that heals
And it echoes the grace
Of our Savior’s embrace
Because hope was born this night

Glory to God in the highest
Peace on earth, good will toward men
Let all of the world sing the chorus of joy
Because hope was born this night

I can hear the Christmas bells ringing
As softly a church choir sings
It’s the song used to praise
The Ancient of Days
Because hope was born this night

There are angels in this place
And my heart resounds with praise
Like a shepherd so scared
I’ll rejoice and declare
That hope was born this night

BENEDICTION

This Christmas,
May the God of hope fill you with all 
Joy and peace as you trust in Him.
Amen.

All  
Amen.

The benediction, different from good wishes or even a prayer, is a pronouncement 
of God’s blessing. God sends us out in peace, giving us his presence as we go to be 
blessing-bearers to the world.

Sending



Kids -- we are so excited that you are at church with us this 
morning!  Today we are going to be listening to four readings 
based on various parts of the Bible all of which will help describe 
the Christmas story.  Try to listen carefully to each one, and then 
feel free to use the space below to draw a picture or two based on 
what you hear.  And remember, the most amazing gift that has ever 
been given at Christmas is Jesus himself!  

Kids Corner



Christmas Eve: Join us tonight at BHS Commons for a candlelight 
Lessons and Carols service at 7pm. Childcare will be provided.

Christmas Eve offering for the Deacons Fund: The Deacon 
ministry is a tangible means of acting out Cross Sound’s mission 
“Blessed to be a Blessing”. We have the honor of hearing from the 
church body about needs in the community and to walk along side 
offering spiritual, emotional and financial support. The deacons 
have provided funds for housing, food, medical bills, utility bills... 
This ministry belongs to the church body; not the deacons. It is 
only as successful as it is able to engage and involve the 
congregation by providing the support to those who come forward.

You don’t need to go it alone...Join a Community Group!
Cross Sound Community Groups are small groups of ten to 
sixteen members.  The groups meet weekly, bi-weekly or monthly 
in homes.  The time together is split among Bible study, personal 
application and relationships.  Please email Roger Barber irbarbers@
gmail.com  if you are interested in joining or changing a group. 
Please indicate the group or day of the week that you are 
interested in joining. 

THANKS-GIVING:  Special calendar year-end gifts have historical-
ly played an important part in meeting our budget needs for the 
church’s fiscal year (July 1 – June 30).  Your extra giving between 
now and the end of the year will be greatly appreciated and crucial 
as we work to reduce our budget deficit.  Thank you for your 
generosity and faithfulness!

NEW Winter Women’s Bible Study: We hope you’ll consider 
joining us for our new winter study. We meet from 9:00 - 11:15 
a.m. on Wednesdays @ the church office, beginning Wed. January 
3. We will have a 13 week study on The Armor of God. Books are 
$20 and are at the church office. Everyone is welcome and childcare 
is provided each week. Questions? carriesellers206@gmail.com

Youth Group: Resumes Jan. 10th and 11th  

Suquamish Community Kitchen Wednesday, Jan. 10 Cross 
Sound will be preparing and serving dinner at the Suquamish 
Community Kitchen the 2nd Wed. of every other month. (Jan, 
March, May, July) Please email Rick and Trish Maguire at cpmetr@
msn.com if you would like to join the SCK team.”

Intro to Cross Sound Church We would love for you to consider 
becoming a member if you are not yet. Why join the church? Part 
of discipleship is church membership. You can’t have community 
without having commitment. It’s how we learn to belong together, 
love each other, and serve each other. It’s also how we love and 
serve the world around us, all for the glory and enjoyment of God. 
Four week class will begin Feb. 25 and continue March 4, 11, and 
18th. Email Penny@crosssound.org

Announcements

Financial Update: Last week’s total: $50,516.00   Annual Budget (7/17-6/18): 
$977,232   Budgeted Income to Date: $499,631     Actual Income to Date: $449,204   



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If you are new to Cross Sound Church, please tear this portion off and put 
it in the offering to let us know you were here. You may also use this to 
inform us of any changes in your contact information, or to submit prayer 
requests for the staff to pray over.

First time visitor p               Interested in more info for:             
Second time visitor p            ____________ Ministry p                     
Reular attendee p                      
                                             Please add me to:
                                             Email list p Mailing list p
Name(s):_______________________________________________
Children & their ages:____________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Phone Number(s):_______________________________________
Email(s):_______________________________________________
Prayer Requests: ________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

If you have prayer requests or prayers of thanksgiving that you would like to share 
please email Penny@crosssound.org or indicate on the prayer request page and drop 
it in the offering basket. Our prayer team prays for these requests throughout the 
week.

Connect With Us



NOTES:


