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“Christmas means that, 
through the grace of God 
and the incarnation, peace 
with God is available; and 
if you make peace with 
God, then you can go 
out and make peace with 
everybody else. And the 
more people who embrace 
the gospel and do that, 
the better off the world 
is. Christmas, therefore, 
means the increase of 
peace—both with God and 
between people—across 
the face of the world.”

— Tim Keller

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 2017



Welcome to Cross Sound Church. Whether you are a follower 
of Jesus, someone interested in Christianity, or a skeptic 
about faith—God is calling you to worship. Wherever you are 
in life, we hope you feel welcome and at home. If you have 
never been to church (or not in a long time) and fear that you 
will not know what to do, how to act, or what to say, know 
this: God’s grace is here and is for people like you.

We are a church that loves our cities: Bainbridge Island, 
Poulsbo, Silverdale, Kingston, and Seattle. And while we 
actively love and serve our communities, we don’t pretend 
to have it all together. Instead, we are a church where there 
is freedom to struggle with our questions, doubts, and fears; 
and a place where real healing, joy, and power can be found.  

We are a church rooted in the belief that the historic Christian 
gospel is true, compelling, and promises to change our lives 
powerfully, in the direction of freedom, hope, and generosity.

The gospel, which means ‘Good News’, tells us that God’s 
Kingdom has entered history in order to renew us and the 
world. The gospel is more than entering God’s Kingdom, it 
is also the way we face every struggle in life and make any 
progress in personal growth.

The good news is that Jesus lived the life we should have 
lived and died the death we deserved to die in order to put 
us in a place where only He deserves to be—in a right, safe, 
thrilling relationship with God the Father. 

Cross Sound Church desires to be filled with both believers 
and non-believers, who together explore the claims of the 
gospel and its effects on our lives and on the world. 

Our aim in worship is both ancient, with liturgy that connects 
us to the Church of old and those who have gone before us, 
as well as modern, accessible, and meaningful. Underneath 
it all is our desire to be God-honoring, God-exalting, God-
glorifying!

Let’s worship God together. 

Say hello
PASTORS:
Dave Sellers:  dave@crosssound.org, or (206) 334–5205
Dave O’Connell:  daveoc@crosssound.org, or (314) 853–2695

To learn more about the entire staff and our team of Elders, Deacons, 
International Ministers, Stephen Ministry and Community Group 
Leaders please visit our website:  
crosssound.org or call our office: (206) 842-6898

Welcome



Please join in song when ready

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father
Glory be to the Son
Glory be to the Spirit, Three in One

Joy to the World
Joy to the world!  The Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let every heart prepare him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing

Joy to the world!  The Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods, rock, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders, wonders of His love

CALL TO WORSHIP

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet,
  until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,
  and her salvation as a burning torch. 
  The nations shall see your righteousness,
  and all the kings your glory,
  and you shall be called by a new name
  that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
  You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
— Isaiah 62:1-3

As we gather to worship, please silence all mobile phones and electronic 
devices for the duration of the service.

As it was in the beginning
Shall be forever
Amen, Amen, Amen

Gathering



CONFESSIONS OF SIN
(Confession happens within the context of  relationship, both 
with God and with each other as we acknowledge our need for 
forgiveness. Jesus promises that He freely forgives sins removing all 
of our past regrets. You are invited to personalize your confession as 
we pray silently).

Heavenly Father, you exalted the humble and meek: 
give us humble and contrite hearts. 
Lord Jesus, you grew towards birth in the Virgin’s womb: 
be planted also in our hearts and lives. 
Holy Spirit, you overshadowed Mary, 
that she might become the God-bearer: 
fill us with your heavenly gifts. 
Lord, have mercy; forgive us and heal us.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND RECEIVING OF GRACE

May almighty God, 
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring you his pardon and peace, now and forever. 
Amen.
Amen.

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!”
Peace on earth, and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled

Joyful, all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With th’ angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ, by highest heaven adored
Christ, the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a virgin’s womb:

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity
Pleased with man with man to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the Heav’n born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings;

Text in bold is read by the entire congregation. Plain text is read by the worship 
leader only.

Renewing

Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”



All The Heavens
As your children gather in peace
All the angels sing in heaven
In your temple, all that I seek
Is to glimpse your holy presence

All the heavens cannot hold you, Lord
How much less to dwell in me
I will always make my one desire
Holding on to Thee

All the angels exalt you on high
What a kingdom to depart
But you left your throne in the sky
And you live inside my heart

All the heavens cannot hold you, Lord
How much less to dwell in me
I will always make my one desire
Holding on to Thee  

Here I Am to Worship
Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness
Opened my eyes let me see
Beauty that made this heart adore You
Hope of a life spent with You
                      
Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down
Here I am to say that You’re my God
You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me

King of all days, oh so highly exalted
Glorious in heaven above
Humbly You came to the earth You created
All for love’s sake became poor

I’ll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon the cross

GIVING THANKS

Praise the Lord!
  Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
  for his steadfast love endures forever! 
  Who can utter the mighty deeds of the Lord,
  or declare all his praise?
—Psalm 106:1   

The largest book in the Bible is primarily a book of poems set to music to sing God’s 
praises. This is all part of God’s design to surround His presence with singing. 
Expressing gratitude to God expresses dependence upon God and is an antidote for 
cynicism, criticism, and bitterness.

Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”



SERMON

Text: Isaiah 40:7-8
Title: Best Year Yet: 2018
Speaker: Dave Sellers

The grass withers, the flower fades
  when the breath of the Lord blows on it;
  surely the people are grass. 
  The grass withers, the flower fades,
  but the word of our God will stand forever.

QUOTES

‘If you pray, you are speaking to your Spouse; if you read, he is 
speaking to you.’ 
—Jerome in Mariano Magrassi, Praying the Bible

‘The Bible is a supernatural book with a supernatural story of 
creation and redemption done by a supernatural God. Preachers 
without supernatural understandings and expectations end up 
preaching a tiny gospel about a disappointingly skinny God.’ 
—Cornelius Plantinga Jr

‘I trust the Word of the Bible, and I want that Word to become, 
more and more, flesh in me. Maybe the question is not so much to 
read the Bible often but to let the Bible read me and reveal me to 
myself.’
—Henri JM Nouwen

‘So anyone who thinks that he has understood the divine 
Scriptures or any part of them, but cannot by his understanding 
build up this double love of God and neighbour, has not yet 
succeeded in understanding them.’ 
—Augustine of Hippo

OFFERING

What shall I return to the LORD
for all his bounty to me?
I will give what I have promised
in the presence of all God’s people.
— from Psalm 116:12, 14

Holy Spirit
Holy Spirit, living Breath of God,
Breathe new life into my willing soul.
Bring the presence of the risen Lord
To renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your Word to come alive in me;
Give me faith for what I cannot see;
Give me passion for Your purity.
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.

It has been the practice of the church for thousands of years to have portions of the 
Bible read during worship services. We do this because we are people who need to be 
shaped by all of God’s word.



The offering is a way for members and friends of Cross Sound Church to support the 
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give.

Holy Spirit, come abide within;
May Your joy be seen in all I do—
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin
In each thought and deed and attitude,
Kindness to the greatest and the least,
Gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace.
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 

Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth,
Giving life to all that God has made,
Show Your power once again on earth;
Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise.
Lead us on the road of sacrifice
That in unity the face of Christ
Will be clear for all the world to see.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Gracious God, fountain of all wisdom,
We pray for all people everywhere;
May the word of Christ dwell richly in our hearts,
and knit us together in the bond of your love.
For this, O Lord, we pray:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Wise Father, we pray for the leaders of all nations,
for President Donald Trump,
and for all those in authority.
Give them the gift of your wisdom
and a right discernment in all things.
For this, O Lord, we pray:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Compassionate Son, we pray for our cities,
for those who live, work, and visit here,
and for all who seek the common good.
Speak your word of peace in our midst,
and help us serve one another as Christ has served us.
For this, O Lord, we pray:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Seeking Spirit, we pray for those who do not believe,
and for those of hesitant faith.
Open their ears to hear your voice,
and open their hearts to receive you.
We pray for those bowed down with grief, fear, or sickness.
Bring Christ, the living Word, to them
and offer comfort and hope.
For this, O Lord, we pray:
Lord, hear our prayer.



And for what else should we pray?
Please add your own prayers at this time, ending with,
“For this, O Lord, we pray” and all responding, 
“Lord, hear our prayer.”

COMMUNION

“Has Christ been divided?” The answer is, in a sense, “Yes,” for at 
the table the bread is broken and distributed to the church, just as 
at the cross His body was torn for us. But this division of Christ 
has the goal of uniting the church. On the cross, Christ was broken 
in the process of breaking down the dividing wall separating Jew 
and Gentile; in the Supper, Christ is divided so that His one loaf 
can feed many. 
—Peter Leithart

Noel
Love incarnate, love divine
Star and angels gave the sign
Bow to babe on bended knee
The Savior of humanity
Unto us a Child is born
He shall reign forevermore

Noel, Noel
Come and see what God has done
Noel, Noel
The story of amazing love!
The light of the world, given for us
Noel

Son of God and Son of man
There before the world began
Born to suffer, born to save
Born to raise us from the grave
Christ the everlasting Lord 
He shall reign forevermore

There Is A Redeemer
There is a redeemer, Jesus God’s own Son
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One

Jesus, my redeemer, name above all names
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah
Oh, for sinners slain

Thank you, oh my Father 
For giving us Your Son
And leaving Your Spirit ‘til
The work on earth is done

When I stand in glory I will see His face
There I’ll serve my King forever in that Holy place

Communion, also called the Lord’s Supper, is the family meal of Christians. We invite 
all baptized followers of Jesus Christ to participate. If you are not a follower of Jesus 
or are not prepared to share in the meal, we encourage you instead to spend this 
time in prayer (“Prayers for Reflection”). We hope this time is helpful to you as you 
consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church.



BENEDICTION

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his 
ways! For from him and through him and to him are all things. To 
him be glory forever. Amen.
All
him be glory forever. Amen.
All
him be glory forever. Amen.

  Amen.
— Romans 11:33, 36

The benediction, different from good wishes or even a prayer, is a pronouncement 
of God’s blessing. God sends us out in peace, giving us his presence as we go to be 
blessing-bearers to the world.

Sending



You don’t need to go it alone...Join a Community Group!
Cross Sound Community Groups are small groups of ten to 
sixteen members.  The groups meet weekly, bi-weekly or monthly 
in homes.  The time together is split among Bible study, personal 
application and relationships.  Please email Roger Barber irbarbers@
gmail.com  if you are interested in joining or changing a group. 
Please indicate the group or day of the week that you are 
interested in joining. 

THANKS-GIVING:  Special calendar year-end gifts have historical-
ly played an important part in meeting our budget needs for the 
church’s fiscal year (July 1 – June 30).  Your extra giving between 
now and the end of the year will be greatly appreciated and crucial 
as we work to reduce our budget deficit.  Thank you for your 
generosity and faithfulness!

NEW Winter Women’s Bible Study: We hope you’ll consider 
joining us for our new winter study. We meet from 9:00 - 11:15 
a.m. on Wednesdays @ the church office, beginning Wed. January 
3. We will have a 13 week study on The Armor of God. Books are 
$20 and are at the church office. Everyone is welcome and childcare 
is provided each week. Questions? carriesellers206@gmail.com

Youth Group: Resumes Jan. 10th and 11th  

Suquamish Community Kitchen Wednesday, Jan. 10 Cross 
Sound will be preparing and serving dinner at the Suquamish 
Community Kitchen the 2nd Wed. of every other month. (Jan, 
March, May, July) Please email Rick and Trish Maguire at cpmetr@
msn.com if you would like to join the SCK team.”

School of Discipleship - Onward: Engaging our Culture 
without Losing the Gospel - As our culture changes around us, 
how are we to think about it?  How are we to engage our world as 
followers of Jesus?  What’s needed now is neither a doubling-down 
on the status quo nor a retreat into isolation. Instead, we need a 
church that speaks to issues with a bigger vision in mind: that of 
the gospel. Join us for this 5-week Round-Table type discussion. 
Our topics will be Kingdom, Culture, Mission, Human Dignity & 
Convictional Kindness.  Each week we’ll watch a 15-minute video 
that will help direct and spur our discussion.  Join us at 9 am, 
starting  January 14th in the BHS Library.

Intro to Cross Sound Church We would love for you to consider 
becoming a member if you are not yet. Why join the church? Part 
of discipleship is church membership. You can’t have community 
without having commitment. It’s how we learn to belong together, 
love each other, and serve each other. It’s also how we love and 
serve the world around us, all for the glory and enjoyment of God. 
Four week class will begin Feb. 25 and continue March 4, 11, and 
18th. Email Penny@crosssound.org

Announcements

Financial Update: Last week’s total: $46,524.92   Annual Budget (7/17-6/18): 
$977,232   Budgeted Income to Date:  $521,431    Actual Income to Date: $495,729 



Small Beginnings Nursery (new–2yrs) Room #234
Contact: Laura O’Connell, oconnells1908@yahoo.com. Children are 
invited to be dropped off at this class before the church service begins.
Little Kids (3–5yrs) Room #232
Lead Teacher: Deby Berkimer. 
Children will attend the worship portion of the service and then be 
sent to their classrooms as a whole Sunday school group.
Cross Sound Kids:
Children will attend the worship portion of the service and then be 
sent to their classrooms as a whole Sunday school group.
Kindergarten Room #231
Lead teachers: Jeanne Bastiani, Katie Fixter, Leeanna Glasby, Emma 
Sellers, Kareese Pippinger, Alathea Pippinger,  and Keagan Daniels.
First & Second grades Room #229
Lead teachers; Carrie Byer, Dinha Moore, Candace Luckman, Beth 
Johnston, and Kathi Jenness.
Third & Fourth grades Room #225
Lead teachers; Patrick & Jenny Kilby, Knox Duncan, and Carol Rainey, 
Fifth & Sixth grades Room #222
Lead teachers; Carrie Sellers, Cheryl Keech & Mark Harrison, and Bill 
Parrot.
Contact Katie Fixter, kfixter5@gmail.com with any questions and for 
ways to be involved with Cross Sound Church Children’s Ministry
YOUTH GROUP
Junior High, Bainbridge High School Library
Lead Teachers; Lisa Bernardin, John Daniels, and Sean Luckman
Senior High, Bainbridge High School Library
Lead Teachers; Jamie Brouwer, Lacey Redinger, and Kerry Sutorius
WEDNESDAYS 6:30–8:30pm – H.S. CSC Youth Group at the 
Brouwer’s home: 8874 Battle Point Dr. NE. Bainbridge Island.
THURSDAYS 6:30–8:00pm – Jr. High CSC Youth Group at the Cross 
Sound Office: 600 Ericksen Ave. NE #210.
Contact Josh Brouwer at josh@crosssound.org with any questions or to 
be involved.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If you are new to Cross Sound Church, please tear this portion off and put 
it in the offering to let us know you were here. You may also use this to 
inform us of any changes in your contact information, or to submit prayer 
requests for the staff to pray over.

First time visitor p               Interested in more info for:             
Second time visitor p            ____________ Ministry p                     
Reular attendee p                      
                                             Please add me to:
                                             Email list p Mailing list p
Name(s):_______________________________________________
Children & their ages:____________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Phone Number(s):_______________________________________
Email(s):_______________________________________________
Prayer Requests: ________________________________________

CS Kids and Youth Group

If you have prayer requests or prayers of thanksgiving that you would like to share 
please email Penny@crosssound.org or indicate on the prayer request page and drop 
it in the offering basket. Our prayer team prays for these requests throughout the 
week.

Connect With Us



NOTES:


